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Liberal Arts Education Conference
Saturday 19 April     Venue: International Conference Centre (ICC)

8:30-9:00   Delegates arrive and register. Morning tea on ICC ground floor.

9:00-9:15 Opening speech by Professor Yang Fujia, President of The University of Nottingham Ningbo China

9:15-9:35 Address by Zhang Daliang, Director of Department of Higher Education, Chinese Ministry of Education

Speeches (Part I)

Chair: Professor Yang Fujia

9:40-10:10
Liberal Arts Education: Mission of World-class Universities

Professor Wang Enge, President of Peking University

10:10-10:40 
Fudan University’s Exploration and Practice in General Education

Professor Lu Fang, Vice President of Fudan University

10:40-11:00 
Coffee break (ICC ground floor)

Group photography (in front of ICC)

11:00-11:30  

“Mindset of the Soul”: The Aim of Liberal Arts Education

Professor Feng Da-Hsuan, Senior Vice President of Global Strategy, Development, and Evaluation, 

National Tsing Hua University

11:30-12:00  
Yale University's Residential College System and Liberal Arts Education

Professor Ma Tso-Ping, Raymond J. Wean Chair Professor of Electrical Engineering, Yale University

12:00 Buffet lunch (Robin Hood Restaurant)

Speeches (Part II)

Chair: Professor Gao Song, Vice President of Peking University

14:00-14:30  

Higher Education and Liberal Arts Education in Singapore

Professor Phua Kok Khoo, Chairman and CEO of World Scientific Publishing Company Pte Ltd. and 

Founding & Executive Director of Institute of Advanced Studies of Nanyang Technological University

14:30-15:00  
Global Citizenship and a Liberal Arts Curriculum

Professor Christine Ennew, Provost and CEO of The University of Nottingham Malaysia Campus 

15:00-15:30  
Liberal Arts at the Residential College in Shantou University

Professor Li Dan, Vice President of Shantou University

15:30-15:45 Coffee break (ICC ground floor)

15:45-16:15
Evolution of the Idea of Liberal Education in the English World after the 17th Century

Associate Professor Shen Wenqin, The Graduate School of Education, Peking University

16:15-17:00 Q & A, conclusions

17:30 Buffet dinner (Nanyuan Universe Deluxe Hotel)

8:30-10:20   

Topic 1: Reform of management mechanisms and strategies of liberal arts education in Chinese 

universities (e.g. reform of undergraduate schools and residential colleges)

Speaker 1: Development of General Education Courses in Nanjing University by Professor Tan 

Zhemin, Vice-President of Nanjing University

Speaker 2: Scholarship and behavior cultivation in the faculty and student relationship: studies 

and practices of residential colleges of Xi'an Jiaotong University by Dr Gong Hui, Vice Chairman of 

Council of Xi’an Jiaotong University

Speaker 3: Yuanpei College’s Exploration in Reform of Undergraduate Education by Professor 

Sun Hua, Party Secretary of Yuanpei College, Peking University

10:20-10:30 Coffee break (AB451)

10:30-12:20

Topic 2: Design and delivery of liberal arts courses (e.g. cross-disciplinary cooperation)

Speaker 1: Core Curriculum in General Education by Jiang Shigong, Director of Educational 

Administration Office, Peking University

Speaker 2: Teaching Thucydides' the Peloponnesian War as a LE Core Course by Professor Ren 

Junfeng, School of International Relations and Public Affairs, Fudan University

12:30-13:30 Buffet lunch (Robin Hood Restaurant)

14:00-15:50  

Topic 3: Reform of teaching methods in liberal arts education (e.g. communications in teaching & learning, 
advanced technologies and international cooperation)

Speaker 1: Wang Ying, Vice Dean of Fudan College (Undergraduate School)

Speaker 2: Critical thinking: Practice of Small Classes by Professor Pei Jian, Vice Dean of College 

of Chemistry and Molecular Engineering, Peking University

15:50-16:00 Coffee break (AB451)

16:00-17:00 Conclusions and conference closes

Sunday 20 April      Venue: Room 453, Administration Building (AB453)
Group discussions: there are totally three topics. On each topic 2 – 3 speakers will each make a 20-minute 

presentation to encourage discussions afterwards.
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Speaker profiles

Yang Fujia, President of The 
University of Nottingham 
Ningbo China
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Yang Fujia is Professor of Physics at Fudan University and has been 

an academician of the Chinese Academy of Science since 1991. He 

served as a special adviser to President of the University of Hong Kong 

from 1999 to 2006 and is currently member of National Education 

Advisory Committee (2010-present), member of National Education Test 

Steering Committee (2012-present), special research fellow at Advisory 

Office, State Council (2010-present) and member of CPC Central 

Research Institute of Culture and History (2012-present). He is also 

President of The University of Nottingham Ningbo China (2004-present), 

member of NTI's Board of Directors (2002-present; NTI, short for The 

Nuclear Threat Initiative, is a nonprofit, nonpartisan organization co-

founded and co-chaired by CNN founder Ted Turner and U.S. Senator 

Sam Nunn), international consultant of Raman University of Malaysia 

(2002-present) and member of International Advisory Committee of The 

University of Texas at Dallas (2002-present).

Born in June 1936 in Shanghai, Professor Yang studied physics in 

Fudan University from 1954 to 1958 and furthered his studies at the 

Niels Bohr Institute, Copenhagen, Denmark as a visiting scholar. He 

has been a professor of physics at Fudan since 1980 and once served 

as President of the university from February 1993 to January 1999. 

Besides, Professor Yang served as vice president of the Chinese 

Association of Science and Technology from 2001-2011, director of 

the Shanghai Institute of Nuclear Research of the Chinese Academy of 

Sciences from 1987 to 2001, the founding president of the Association 

of University Presidents of China from 1997 to 1999 and Chancellor of 

The University of Nottingham from January 2001 to December 2012. He 

was selected as an academician of the Chinese Academy of Science 

and Fellow of The Third World Academy of Sciences in 1991.

Professor Yang has made distinguished achievements in physics 

research and education. One of his major works---Atomic and Nuclear 

Physics (380 thousand words, published in December 1993 by Fudan 

University Press) ---won National Teaching Achievement Prize (the 2nd 

Prize) in 1997. Besides, the 3rd edition of the book (560 thousand 

words, published in July 2000 by Higher Education Press) was included 

in the Textbook Series for 21st Century and awarded the National Book 

Prize for Excellent Textbooks (the 2nd prize) in 2002. The 4th edition 

of the book received Ministry of Education Excellent Higher Education 

Textbook Award in 2009. In 1996, Modern Atomic and Nuclear Physics, 

which he co-authored with an outstanding American professor J. H. 

Hamilton, was published by McGraw-Hill Companies. 

Professor Yang has won a good number of honors. He was selected 

as Chinese National Outstanding Expert in Science & Technology 

by the State Science and Technology Commission in 1984 and as a 

special member of Chinese Center of Advanced Science & Technology 

(chaired by Prof. T. D. Lee) in 1988. He holds honorary degrees from 

Soka University (1995), the State University of New York (1998), the 

University of Hong Kong (1999), the University of Nottingham (1999), 

the University of Connecticut (2002), Macau University of Science and 

Technology (2010) and Chinese University of Hong Kong(2013).
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Enge Wang received his Ph.D. from Peking University in 1990. After 

post-doctoral research in US and France, he started his academic 

career at Institute of Physics, Chinese Academy of Sciences(CAS) 

in 1995. He served as Director of Institute of Physics (CAS) (1999-

2007),CAS Deputy Secretary-General (2008-2009), Dean of School of 

Physics and of Graduate School, Provost and Executive Vice President 

of Peking University (2009-2013), and became President of Peking 

University in March 2013. 

Enge Wang's main research accomplishments include the fundamental 

understanding of the kinetics involved in formation and decay of 

surface-based nanostructures, development of chemical vapor 

deposition of light-element nanomaterials, and study of water behaviors 

in confinement system. In the above areas, he is the author of over 

280 papers in peer-reviewed journals (more than 10 in Science and 

Natures, 23 in PRL, 7 JACS), and coinventor on 6 patents. He delivered 

over 80 plenary/keynote/invited talks including APS, MRS, and IUMRS, 

and gave over 100 seminars/colloquiums worldwide. He is an ISI highly 

cited researcher in physics with over 7000 citations.

Enge Wang is a member of the CAS and the Academy of Sciences for 

the Developing World (TWAS), and a fellow of the American Physical 

Society and the Institute of Physics (UK).He has been a JSPS professor 

of Tohoku University (Japan), an AvH Scholar of Fritz-Haber Institute der 

MPG (Germany), a GCEP Scholar at Stanford University (USA), a KITP 

Visiting Professor at the University of California, Santa Barbara (USA), 

a Visiting Professor at the University of California, Berkeley (USA) and 

a Visiting Professor at the International Centre for Theoretical Physics 

(Italy).
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Professor Lu Fang, Vice President of Fudan University. He was entitled 

with Professor in 1999. He was selected to be the exchange scholar 

to State University of New York at Albany from 1986~1988. During 

1996~1998, he was doing research in Institute for Materials Research, 

Tohoku University. Before being nominated as the Vice president of 

Fudan University, Prof. LU was director of Physics Department, Dean of 

academic administration and President's Assistant. 

Professor Lu is now Vice director of Shanghai Society of Physics, 

member of discipline development and major setting experts committee, 

Standing director of Chinese higher education quality control and 

evaluation organization.
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His main research area is semiconductor physics, specifically in 

the physical characteristics of low-dimensional semiconductor 

materials. Responsible for a number of important research projects, 

such as 973 project sub-topic new material system application 

in quantum structures, quantum devices  and the National Natural 

Science Foundation Major Research Plan and so on. He has over 100 

publications on the international journals which are recognized by SCI. 

He was once awarded Shanghai Science and Technology Progress 

Award (2001), the National Natural Science Progress Award (2002) 

awards; Shanghai, the 8th top ten scientific (2003) . Meanwhile, he 

was selected as National Model Teacher (2004), Shanghai labor model 

(2007), and National Labor Medal (2007).
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of Nanjing University

1965 1

1986 1989

2000

1989 1992

1999 2001 2003

2006 1998

1 2006 8 2000 7

2010 4

2006 5 2009 2 2009 2

IGCR NCAR

ICDM/

IAMAS THOPREX

WMO IAMAS/IUGG

Acta Meteorological Sinica, Journal of Tropical 

Meteorology,

Dr. Tan Zhe-Min is a professor in the School of Atmospheric Sciences at 

the Nanjing University. He joined the Nanjing University in 1989. He was 

promoted to full professor in 1999 and Cheung-Kong Scholar Chair 

Professor of the Ministry of Education of China (MOE) in 2006. He was 

the head of School of Atmospheric Sciences from 1998 to 2006, and 

the Associate Vice-president of Nanjing University from 2006 to 2009. 

He has been the director of the Key Laboratory of Mesoscale Severe 

Weather (LMSWE) of the Ministry of Education of China from 2000 to 

2010, and is now working as the Vice-President of Nanjing University 

from 2009.

Dr. Tan has worked on the atmospheric dynamics, including cyclones, 

front, typhoon, and complex orographic flow, atmospheric boundary 

layer; mesoscale meteorology, numerical weather predication and 

atmospheric predictability.

Dr. Tan was a visiting scientist at the Meteorological Institute at 

University of Munich, Germany, in 1997, and at the Institute for Global 

Change Research (IGCR)/Frontier Research System for Global Change 

in Tokyo, Japan, in 1998, and at the National Center for Atmospheric 

Research (NCAR) in Boulder, USA, in 2002. 

Dr. Tan serves as the Vice-President of Chinese Meteorological 

Society (CMS) from 2006, the member of Chinese Committee for the 

International Association of Meteorology and Atmospheric Sciences 

(IAMAS/IUGG), the member of International Commission for Dynamic 

Meteorology (ICDM), the Vice-President of Chinese Committee for 

THOPREX. He is an editor of academic journals, such as Advances in 

Atmospheric Sciences and Acta Meteorologica Sinica.

Gong Hui, Vice Chairman 
of Council of Xi’an Jiaotong 
University

Stephen H Gong received his PhD degree in management from Xi'an 

Jiaotong University in 2007. He is currently Vice Chairman of the 

Council of Xi'an Jiaotong University. He also served as director of 

student activities, director of student affairs, head of the President's 

Office, and President's assistant. For many years, he has engaged 

himself in education and administration of students. His primary research 

interests include the grouped characteristics of young students, culture 

and institution of an academy, and administration system of modern 

universities.
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Dr. Dan Li is Vice President of Shantou University, Professor in 

Chemistry. Professor Li founded Veritas College, the pilot residential 

college at STU in 2008, which focuses on holistic education. He is now 

also the Dean of the college.

Professor Li received his B.Sc. from Sun Yat-Sen University 

(Guangzhou) in Chemistry in 1984 then served as a teaching 

assistant at Shantou University. He pursued his doctoral degree in 

Inorganic Chemistry at the University of Hong Kong supported by 

Li Ka-Shing Scholarship under the supervision of Professor Chi-

Ming Che during 1988-1993. In April 1993, he returned to Shantou 

University after the completion of his Ph.D. He was promoted to 

Professor in 2001. Professor Li is a recipient of National Natural 

Science Foundation for Distinguished Young Scholars of China in 

2009. His research interests range from the design, synthesis and 

structures of supramolecular coordination polymers to the fabrication 

of novel nano-structures. He has published more than 100 papers in 

international peer-reviewed journals including Journal of the American 

Chemical Society, Angewandte Chemie International Edition and 

Chemical Communications, and delivered numerous invited lectures 

at conferences and other universities. In 2006, he was the recipient 

of Li Ka Shing Foundation Distinguished Teaching Award, which 

acknowledges the efforts of Shantou University faculty members who 

have successfully balanced the roles of teaching and research. Those 

nominated are evaluated based on their excellence in teaching and their 

contributions to the mission of the University.

Christine Ennew, Provost 
and CEO of The University 
of Nottingham Malaysia 
Campus

2013 1

5000 550

150

U21

2000 2001

GlobalNxt and Binus 

Universities

Christine Ennew is Provost and CEO of the University of Nottingham 

Malaysia Campus and Pro Vice Chancellor at the University of 

Nottingham. Christine graduated from Cambridge University and 

completed her PhD at Nottingham. She was appointed to lead UNMC 

in January 2013 and is responsible for the University of Nottingham's 

first international campus which is located to the south of Kuala Lumpur 

and is home to almost 5000 students and around 550 staff. Over the 

previous 5 years, she managed the University's ambitious international 

strategy, which attracted students and academic staff from almost 150 

nations to research and teaching campuses in both Britain and Asia. 

She also serves as the University's Manager for the Universitas21 

network.  She was formerly Dean of the Faculty of Social Sciences, 

Law and Education and is also Professor of Marketing in the Business 

School. She continues to contribute to the Business School through 

research and teaching in relation to service industry management and 

marketing.

She was Academic Director of the Business School at the University 

of Nottingham's Malaysia Campus during its start-up phase (2000-01), 

and the Director of the Christel DeHaan Tourism and Travel Research 

Institute. She has served as a member of the Academic Senate of 

U21Global, the Advisory Board of the Financial Services Forum and 

is currently a member of the Advisory Board of the Observatory on 

Borderless Higher Education, the Board of Directors for Crops for 

the Future Research Centre and the International Advisory Boards of 

GlobalNxt and Binus Universities.
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Feng Da-Hsuan, Senior Vice 
President of Global Strategy, 
Planning, and Evaluation, 
National Tsing Hua University
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Da Hsuan Feng received his Ph.D. in theoretical physics from the 

University of Minnesota in 1972. In 1976, he became a faculty member 

in the physics department of Drexel University in Philadelphia. From 

1990-2000, he became the M. Russell Wehr Chair Professor of 

Physics of Drexel University. From 1995-1998, Feng assumed the 

position as technical advisor to the Vice Chairperson of the United 

States Congressional Arm Services Committee, the honorable Curt 

Weldon. From 1998-2000, he became the Vice President of Science 

Applications International Corporation (SAIC.) From 2001-2007, Feng 

assumed the position as Vice President for Research and Economic 

Development of the University of Texas at Dallas (UTD.) During his 

tenure at UTD, research expenditure increased three-fold, from $14 

million in 2001 to nearly $50 million in 2006. Likewise, the intellectual 

strengths of UTD also significantly enhanced. In 2007-January 31, 

2011, Feng was Senior Executive Vice President of National Cheng 

Kung University.

In the past thirty years, before coming to Taiwan, Feng maintained close 

contact and collaborations with Asian colleagues. Notable activities 

include becoming honorary and guest professors of twelve Mainland's 

universities, such as Peking Union Medical University, Fudan University, 

etc. Feng has published over 180 refereed papers in nuclear physics, 

nuclear astrophysics, quantum optics and mathematical physics. 

He was the editor of twenty books on conference proceedings, and 

presented numerous invited talks in International Conferences.

Ma Tso-Ping, Raymond J. 
Wean Chair Professor of 
Electrical Engineering, Yale 
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T.P. Ma is Raymond J. Wean Chair Professor of Electrical Engineering at 

Yale University, where he has been a faculty member since 1977.  

His long (>40 years) involvement with Yale University began in 1969, 

when he enrolled in Yale as a graduate student and obtained a Ph.D. 

degree in Engineering and Applied Sciences in 1974, and except for a 

3-year (1974-1977) stint at IBM, he has devoted his entire professional 

life to Yale University. 

He has been a Faculty Fellow of the Yale's Trumbull College, one of 

the 12 residential colleges, since 1978, and served as Chairman of 

the Department of Electrical Engineering at Yale University between 

1991 and 1995, and between 2001 and 2007. Such experiences have 

afforded him exceptional opportunities to understand and appreciate 

the importance of liberal education. He also serves as a Co-Director of 

Yale Center for Microelectronics, and a Co-Director of the Yale-Peking 

Joint Center for Microelectronics and Nanotechnology. 

He is an elected member of the National Academy of Engineering (NAE) 

in USA, a elected foreign member of the Chinese Academy of Sciences, 

an elected Academician of the Academia Sinica in Taiwan, and a Life 

Fellow of the Institute for Electrical and Electronic Engineering (IEEE).

For his contributions to the science and technology of CMOS 

technology over the years, he has received the 2008 Connecticut Medal 

of Technology, the 2006 SIA (Semiconductor Industry Association) 

University Researcher Award, the 2005 IEEE Andrew S. Grove Award, 

a 2005 Pan Wen-Yuan Research Award, a 1998 IEEE EDS Paul 

Rappaport Award, and the 1991 Connecticut Yankee Ingenuity Award.

He has been actively involved in organizing, chairing, or serving as 

committee members in numerous technical conferences, including the 

IEEE/SISC, ICSICT, IEEE/DRC, IEEE/NSREC, International VLSI-

TSA, SSDM, EDMS, ECS, and MRS meetings. 

He is an Honorary Professor at the Chinese Academy of Sciences, 

Tianjin University, and National Chiao-Tung University in Taiwan, and an 

Honorary Guest Professor at Peking University and Tsinghua University.  

He also serves as the Chief Scientific Advisor to Suzhou Industrial 

Park's Nano/Mocroelectronics Industries, and Head of the Fujian 

Government's Overseas Scientific/Technology Advisory Group.

Phua Kok Khoo, Chairman 
and CEO of World Scientific 
Publishing Company Pte Ltd. 
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Professor Phua Kok Khoo graduated from Birmingham University in 

Mathematical Physics in 1970.  He is Chairman and CEO of World 

Scientific Publishing Company Pte Ltd. The company has subsidiaries 

in the U.S., UK, India, and China. He has been the President of Imperial 

College Press since 1995.

Professor Phua Kok Khoo was elected as a fellow of American Physical 

Society in 2010 and a fellow of Singapore National Academy of 

Science in 2014, and was awarded Honorary Doctor of Science degree 

by Birmingham University in 2013.

Professor Phua Kok Khoo is Founding and Executive Director of Institute 

of Advanced Studies in Nanyang Technological University, and Honorary 

Professor of National University of Singapore, where he used to work 

as a professor and doctoral advisor in the Department of Physics. He 

is Adjunct Professor of Drexel University, U.S., and Honorary Professor 

of Nankai University, Shanghai University, Yangzhou University and 

Shantou University.  Professor Phua serves as consultant for a number 

of higher education organizations, including the School of Business and 

Sino-Singapore Exchange Program in National University of Singapore 

and Chinese courses in SIM University, Singapore.

Professor Phua Kok Khoo's main research areas include theoretical 

physics, science policy, science education and business management. 

He has been President of South East Asia Theoretical Physics 

Association and Council member of Asia-Pacific Centre for Theoretical 

Physics for many years. In 1990, he organized the 25th International 

Conference on High Energy in Singapore as the conference chairman. 

He is Founding President of Imperial College Alumni Association of 

Singapore. 

Professor Phua Kok Khoo takes active part in social activities, especially 

in the field of cultural education. He is President of Singapore-China 

Friendship Association, consultant of Singapore Press Holding, 

Chairman of Nanyang Academy of Fine Arts, Chairman of Tan Kah Kee 

Foundation, Secretary-General of Tan Kah Kee International Society, 

Vice-President of Chui Huay Lim Club, Vice-President of EE HOE 

HEAN Club, Founding President of National University of Singapore 

Physics Alumni and President of academic advisory board in several 

high schools and junior colleges.
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