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The Expression of Sima Guang’s Political Ideas in Historical Compilation:

From the Edition on the Original in Zizhi tongjian bu
JIANG Peng

( Department of History Fudan University Shanghai 200433 China)
Abstract: Ever since Zizhi tongjian ( Comprehensive Mirror in Aid of Governance) came out numerous works
emerged on its annotation revision supplementation rewriting and continuation among which Zizhi tongjian bu
( Supplement to Zizhi tongjian) by Ming scholar Yan Yan is a representative at the aspect of revision and
supplementation. In dealing with historical events in the 3™ regnal year in the Houyuan Era of Emperor Jing of Han
recorded in Volume 16 and those in the 1™ regnal year in the Jianyuan Era of Emperor Wu of Han recorded in
Volume 17 Sima Guang cited relative commentaries before factual narration with adductions of abridged documents of
historical significance in order to demonstrate his personal political ideas. Yan discovered the reversal and
abridgement which deprived documents of their original meanings and therefore made adjustments to the writing logic
in these parts in his Zizhi tongjian bu. In addition Yan deleted a piece of quotation from Shiji pingzhunshu
( Equalization Records of the Grand Historian) at the end of Volume 16 in Zizhi tongjian and supplemented the
abridged parts from Dong Zhongshu's Tianrensance ( Three Schemes on Heaven and People) to the beginning of Volume
17. Based on the comparative analysis of versions by Sima Guang and Yan Yan the article aims to point out that
certain seemingly misarranged parts in Zizhi tongjian actually implies Sima Guang’s personal ideals. Many revisions
supplementations and rewritings of Zizht tongjian have instead erased the original context as well as the underlying
political ideas which Sima Guang attempted to communicate through historical narrations.

Key words: Sima Guang, Yan Yan; Zizhi tongjian; Zizhi tongjian bu
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